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Amy Bray

From: Development Control (DMW)

Subject: FW: Planning application comments

From: Web Staff  

Sent: 11 December 2017 2:27 PM 
To: Development Control (DMW) 

Cc:  
Subject: Planning application comments 

 

Contact 

Title: Mrs 
Name: Joanna Smallwood 
Address1:  
Address2:  
Address3: 22 St Annes Crescent 
Address4:  
Town: Lewes 
County: East Sussex 
Postcode: BN7 1SB 
 

Comments 

Reference: LW/799/CM(EIA) 
Description: The construction and use of plant, namely aggregate processing plant, aggregate bagging plant, 
concrete batching plant, concrete block-making plant and buildings, ancillary offices and stores for processing 
and utilising aggregates landed at Newhaven Port and distribution of the products by road and rail together with 
access to the public highway and the extension of an existing rail siding. 
Comments: My main objection to this planning application is that it will impact negatively on the Beach 
habitat. The ‘vegetated shingle’ is Internationally recognized, important for wildlife, and lies within the ‘Living 
Coast’ UNESCO Biosphere area. In assessing this application in order to comply with your international 
obligations you must consider the biodiversity duty placed upon you. s40 40(1) NERC imposes a duty to 
conserve biodiversity: “Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is 
consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.” Section 40(3) 
NERC: “Conserving biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or type of habitat, restoring or 
enhancing a population or habitat”. The duty applies to all local authorities and extends beyond just conserving 
what is already there to carrying out, supporting and requiring actions that may also restore or enhance 
biodiversity. You have a duty to conserve this internationally recognized habitat type and the species that live 
there. ringed plovers and wheatears nest in the shingle and are easily disturbed. Further, spoonbills, avocets and 
a serin visit the site. Stone Curlew nest adjacent to this site and they are on the NERC list as a species of 
principal importance. They are identified as requiring action under the UK BAP and our regarded as a 
conservatrion priority. Legally you have an obligation to fulfill your duty to conserve biodiversity. You cannot 
do this and allow this planning application to go ahead. Also you may be interested to note that this biodiversity 
duty is under reform currently and has been considered by the House of Lords. The duty of care is likely to 
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increase from its current provisions.  
Comment date: 11/12/2017 

  

 
This message is intended for the use of the addressee only and may 
contain confidential or privileged information. If you have received it in 
error please notify the sender and destroy it. You may not use it or copy 
it to anyone else. 

E-mail is not a secure communications medium. Please be aware of this 
when replying. All communications sent to or from the County Council  
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with  
relevant legislation. 

Although East Sussex County Council has taken steps to ensure that this 
e-mail and any attachments are virus free, we can take no responsibility 
if a virus is actually present and you are advised to ensure that the 
appropriate checks are made. 

You can visit our website at https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk 


